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CREEDS THE SOURCE OF IN POLE ANCE, 

Oppression and tyranay, contentions and 
broils, quarrels between churches, enmities be- 
tween neighbors, coldness between friends, fac- 
tion in states, tumults in society, tranquillity 
disturbed, peace destroyed, and good faith vio- 
lated, have not constituted all the bad effects 
of prescribed forms of belief. They have been 
the refuge of depravity, the cloak of artifice, 
the screen of hypocrisy, a veil of darkness,— 
which has concealed many a purpose of black- 


est die, many a heart of foulest treachery. | 


They have too often produced in the language 
of Jerome, Concordia malorum major quam bo- 
gorum, a greater harmony of wicked, than of 
good men. Who does not respect the garb of 
piety Who will s .ffer the eye of suspicion to 
rest on the robes of formal sanctity 2 Whena 
man talks much of his creed, and punctually 
observes the written forms of his church, does 
got all the world cry out, his faith is sound, all 
must be right? Here is the deception. Pi- 
ety is so rare a grace, that we are apt to con- 
nect its essence with forms ; and Confessions 
of faith are che most conveniert and imposing 
forms imaginable. They cost nothing ; they 
may be had for the wearing ; aud they afford 
an impenetrable covert for every species of 
faud and iniquity. 

Again ; the habit of creed making has given 
nise to a dangerous fallacy respecting the extent 
of a true christian faith, Many seem to think 
a system of belief valuable and safe only in pro- 
portion to its length. The gradual enlarge- 
ment of the standard Confessions has encoura- 
ged this notion. The most ancient creed, fab- 
ulously denominated the Apostle’s, contains a 
dozen lines ; the Nicene,twice as much ; the 
Athanasian, twice as much more ; the Augsburg 
Confession contains twenty-eight chapters ; the 
English, thirty-nine articles ; the Scotch, thirty- 
three chapters. Thus have points of difference 
been multiplied. Every age has added some- 
thing, till finally the more copious the system 
ef faith, the mere secure the believer thinks 
himaself. 


—— 

It is no uncommon thing to find persons, who 
tremble at the thought of believing too little, 
but never dream of the peril of believing too 
much, And yet, which is the most dangerous ? 
What is it to have a correct faith? Is it not to 
believe the exact truth? Is the hazard Jess on 
one side, than on the other ? 

It secms a matter of confidence and satisfac- 
tion to some, that, since they believe all that 
others beJieve, and much more, their chance of 
| salvation is proportionably enhanced. What 

is this much more? [fit be truth, it is impor- 
| tant; but if it be error, it is a pernicious addi- 
|tion. The doctrines of the christian religion 
are facts ; they are to be studied.as facts, and 
| understood as such. They rest on evidence 
| and conviction, and to carry them beyond these, 
| manifests weakness and credulity, rather than 
| a teachable disposition, ora sound mind, When 
| you search for historical facts, are you gratified, 
j that the historian tells you a great deal more 
than everhappened? When you read a book 
of science, do you think it an advantage, that 
ithe writer has interwoven conjectures of his 
| own with his demonstrations, and the results of 
|his expersments 2 Why, then, should it be 
| thought safe to adopt a principle in religion 
which is the last, that would be admitted inthe 
inquiries of common life, and which affords no 
| means of distinguishing truth from falsehood ? 





In short, as credulity is a more common fail- 
ing than distrust, there is a much greater prone 
ness to muluply, than diminish objects of fai:h. 
It is better, says Cicero, to think nothing, than 
to meditate evil. Nil sentire est melius, quam 
prava sentire. We may say the same of belief. 
{t is better to have no faith at all, than to ber 
lieve what 1s false. Additions to truth are er- 
rors, and from these have chiefly arisen divisions 
and discords ; not from want of faith in the es- 
sential truths of the Gospel, but from a_ belief, 
or a pretended belief, in many things not con- 
tained there. The only remedy is to go back 
to the Scriptures, and start with the conviction, 
that the true christian faith consists im believ- 
ing just enough and no more. 

But one of the worst effects of this system of 
prescribing faith, and dictating to conscience, 
has been to. encourage pride and a malignant 
temper. Slight divisions have grown up ine 
to a most violent rancor, which has increased 
in bitterness, till it has endedin a consummation 
of ail that is wicked in the human heart, the 
spirit of intolerance ; that spirit, whose breath 
is a pestilence, whose touch is death, ang 
whose 4elights are scenes ef darknogs andh int 
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quity; a spirit, which Christ censured in the | will find allthe mysteries of school diviniy. 
haughty, perseeming Jews, and which excited the | y 


same Jews, to demand his death, to mock at his 


sufferings, and revile him in his dying moments; | 


that spirit which led suffering martyrs to the 
stake and consigned them to the flemes; which 
darkened, deluded, and tortured the world for 
ages, kindled the ferocious zeal of bigotry, 
forged the chains, and lighted up the fagets of 
persecution, Shalt we say that this spirit still | 
lives 1 Does it not live in the hearts of those, | 
who would reproach and disturb others for their | 
opinions, who are more zealous to show their! 
regard for the faith, than for the essential viriues 
of the christian religion ? Does it not live where | 
inisrepresen ation and abuse usurp the place of 
christian love and charity, and where hatred 

and malevolence blot the kind affections? In} 
some depree it dwellsin the breast of every 
man, who would encroach on ‘he religious lib- 
erty of another, and fix the sigma of reproach, 
where he cannot fasten the chains of his creed 

Thus have webriefly developed the princip- 
al causes of the evils, which the protestant | 
church atlarge has suffered. The influence 
of the same causes may be followed into a nar- 
rower circle, and may be found no less destrucr- | 
tive of religious truth, harmony, and practice. 
Churches there are, which profess to unite un- 
der the same name, and come together at sta- 
ted times in the form of a Convocation, Con- 
ventién, Association, or General Assembly.— 
Each of these has a creed, to regulate the 
faith of the whole body, and every member 
proffers a scl) mn declaration, that he will ad- 
here to allitsarticles. But where is the Con- 
vention, or the assembly. in which there is a- 
ny thing like unanimity of belief ? 

Take the English Church for an example.— 
Have not every shade and gradation of senti- 
ments, many of which are as opposite to each 
other as light to darkness, been zealously and 
pertinaciously taught in that church, in defiance 
of the three creeds and the thirty-nine articles ? 
Take the Presbyterian church for another ex- 
ample. Is it not anotorious fact, that many 
in this evclosure are Hopkinsians and Armini- 
ans, and that a very small portion believe literal- 
ly in all the dogmas of the Westminster Di- 
vines? No one will deny these facts. And is 
not the inference just, that the imposing a for- 
mulary, which ‘hus eusnares men’s souls, is a 
source ofgincalculable injury to.pure religion? 
It leads either to hypocrisy, to a violation of a 
sacred agreement, or to a downright excommu- 
nication, either of which justly brings a scan- 
dal on the christian profession. 

The Congregationalists, and perhaps other 
sects have another practice. Not content with 
the confessions, creeds and platform, bequeath- 
ed to them by their fathers, as pillars of sup- 
port to the fabric of their faith, separate con- 
gregations have taken care doubly to fortify 
themselves by minor formularies,and covenants, 
to the fashicn of which every thing must be 





conformed. In these choice symbols you 


ontology, pneumatology, and metaphysics, io 
which the most untutored mind in the perich 
must acknowledge bis undoubting assent and 
cousen!, before he can be admitted tw the pri- 
vileges ofa christian, Here you fave ih- poi- 
son of this system extending to the minutest 
ramifications of society. You may behold its 
effects in the divisions of churches, lawsuits a. 
bout church property, quarrels among neigh- 
bors, altercations among friends, and irrecon- 
cilable alienations supplanting good fellowship 
and kind feelings. —Spark’s Inquiry. 


e The Doctrine of Christ a Doctrine of 
Truth and Simplicity. 

The gospel of Christ as taught by himself and 
his apostles, in its original plainness and _po- 
rity, isa doctrine of truth and simplicity, a 
doctrine so easy to be understood, so reasona 
ble to be practised, so agreeable to the natural 
notions and reason of mankind, so beneficial 
in its effects, if men were really governed by 
it; teaching them nothing but the worship of 
the true God, through ‘he mediation of Christ: 
aud towards each other, justice, righteousness, 
meekness, charity, and universal good-will, 

This doctrine of Curist, Tsay, in its na- 
tive simplicity aud purity, is so reasonable, so 
excellent, and of such irresistible evidence, 
that had it never been occupied by supersti- 
tions from within, it never could have been gp- 
posed by power from without ; bu: it must of 
necessity have captivated mankind to the obedi- 
ence of faith ; till the knowledge of the Lord had 
filled the earth, as the waters coverthe s a— 

Whatever difficuliies theie may be in some 
of the historical, or prophetical, or controver- 
sial parts of the books of Scripru:es, yet as to 
the practical part, the duties required of a chris- 
tian in order to salvation, there is no man that 
ever real the sermons of Christ and his aypos- 
tles, or ever heard them read, but understood 
perfecily well what our Saviour meant by com- 
manding us to worship the one true Gibd of na- 
ture, the Author and Lord of the univ érse, and 
to do toall men as we would they should do tous; 
and that, “denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusis, we should live soberly, righte ously, and 
godly in this present world,” There nev°r 
was a y manin the Christian world, but felt 
the reasonableness and importance of this doc- 
wine; and whenever these things have been 
repeated to him, was immediately conscious to 
himself either of having followed or trans- 
gressed these precepts. Dr. Clark. 


Shame is a great restraint upon siuners at 
first ; but that falls off; and when men have 
once lost their innocence, their modesty is not 
likely to be long troublesome to them.— Zid. 


The light of Reason Imperfect. 
If the glorious lizht of the Gospel be some 
imes overcast with clouds of doubt, so is the 


light of our reason too, But shall we deprive 
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- ourselves of the advantage of either, because 


these clouds cannot perhaps be entirely remv- 
ved while we remain in this mortal life? Shall 
we obstiaately an frowardly shut our eyes a- 
gainst the day-spring from on high that has 
visited as, because we are not as-yet able to 
bear the full blaze of his beams? Indeed, not 
even in heaven itself, not inthe highest state of 
perfection to which a finite beiug can ever ob- 
tain, will all the council of providence, all the 
height and all the deuth of the infinite wis- 
dom of God, be ever disclosed or understood. 
Faith even then, will be necessary ; and there 
will be mysieries which cannot be penetrated 
by the most exalted archangel, and truths 
which cannot be known by him otherwise than 
from revelation, or believed upon any other 
ground of assent than a submissive confidence 
inthe divine wisdom. What, then, shall man 
presume that his weak and narrow understand- 
ing is sufficient to guide him into all truth, with- 
out any need of revelation or faith? Shall we 
complain that the ways, of God are not like 
his ways, and past his finding out? True philo- 
sophy, as well as true christianity, would teach 
usa wiser and modester pow. It would teach 
usto.be conient within those bounds which 
God has assigned to us,“ casting down imagin- 
tions, and every high thing that exalteth it- 
self against the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into capitivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ.” Lord Littleton, 


THE GOD OF NATURE. 


Lift your view to that immense arch of heav- 


Behold the 


en which encompasses you above. 


sun in all his splendor rolling over your head | 


by day ; andthe moon by night, in mild and 
serene majesty, surrounded wih that host of 
stars which presen: to your imagination an in- 
numerable multitude of worlds. Listen to the 
voice of thunder. Listen to the roar of the 
tempest and the ocean, Survey the wonders 
that fill the earth which you inhabit. Con- 
template a powerful tnd steady hand, bringing 
round spring and summer, autumn and winter, 
in regular course ; decorating this earth with 
innumerable beauties, diversifving it with innu- 
merable inhabitants, pouring forth comforts on 
all that live ; and at the same time, overawing 
the nations with the violence of the elements, 
when it pleases the Creator to let them forth. 
After you have viewed yourselves as sur- 
rounded withsuch a scene of wonders—after 
you have beheld, on every hand, such an as- 
tonishing display of majesty, united with wis- 
dem and goodness—are you not seized with 
solemn and serious awe? Is there not sume- 
thing which whispers you within, that to this 
gr at Creator reverence and homage are due by 
all the rational beings whom he made ? Admit- 
ted to be spectators of his works, placed in the 
midst of so many great and interesting objects, 
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to all sense of the wonders you behold ; lost 
to all reverence of God who gave you being, 
and who has erected this amazing fabric of na- 
ture, on which you look ouly with stupid and 
unmeaning eyes? No: let the scenes which 
you beh ld prompt correspondent feelings.— 
Let them awake you from the degrading intox- 
ication of licentiousness, into noble emotions. 
—Every object which you view in nature, 
| whether great or small, serves to instruct you. 
| The star and the insec:, the fiery meteor, and 
| the flower of the spring, the verdant field and 
the lofty mountain, all exhibit a Supreme pow- 
er, before which you ought to trem»le and a- 
|dore ; all preach the doctrine, all inspire the 
spirit of devotion and reverence. 

Regarding, then, the work of the Lord, let 
rising emotions of awe and gratitude call forth 
from your svuls such sentiments as these :-— 
“ Lord, wherever 1 am, and whatever I enjoy, 
may I never forget thee, as the author of na- 
ture! May I never forget thatI am thy crea- 
ture and thy snbject! In this magnificient 
temple of the universe, where thou hast placed 
;me, may I ever be thy faithful worshipper, and 
may the reverence and fear of God be the first 
sentiments of my heart.””—Blair. 





Lorenzo, to recriminate is jiggt.—Y ounce. 

“There is nothing which is more likely to 
constitute the foundation, or to accelerate the 
progress of a grossly depraved habity th in Uni- 
versalism.””—* Why- is it that the*doctring, [U- 
niversalism] of which I am speaking, makes so 
conspicuous a figure in the annals of Suicide ?” 

Sprague’s Sermon, 

Mr. Epitror.—It is no pleasing business, to 
be the annalist of suicide ; but there are otca- 
sions when it is proper to exhibii to the world 
the “ annals of suicide” for their consideration 
| and serious reflection. When the sermon trom 

which the above extracts are selected, was de- 
livered, and such heavy charges urged against 
, the doctrine of God's grace, and an appeal made 
to the “ annals of suicide,” for substantiation, it 
was pefectly proper for those, who were treat- 
ed in such an unchristian, and ungentlemanly 
manner, to repel the charges, and appeal to the 
same “annals,” that the aggressor might be con- 
demned out of his own mouth, Impressed with 
these ideas, I deem it proper to communicate 
to the public, though the columns of the In- 
quirer, two facts, ia addition te those already 
given from the “ annals of suicide.” 

About four years since, there was a religious 
excitement in a town in the northern part of the 
county of Worcester, Mass. One individual, 
Capt. Jonathan Crosby, was very active, and 
| urged others to attend aneeting every day in the— 
j week, If any stated the necessity of attending 
| to their. daily avocations, he would quote te 
| them this scripture, ** Take no thoughi for the — 

morrow,” &c. His worldly concerns, for want 














can you believe that you were brought hither | of attention, soon becaive embarrased, his prop- 
for no purpose but to immerse yourself ‘n.gross | erty was taken from him, and at leagth, an of- 
and brutal, or, at best, in trifling pleasures 3 lost | ficer informed him, on a certain Saturday, ‘thet 
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he must go to gaol. He solicited the favour 
of spending one more Sabbath with his. chris- 
tian friends. The officer consented, In the 


morning, he left his house to attend meeting, in | 
company with his wife ; said he had forgotten | 


When ! 


something, and returned to the house, 
his wife returned after meeting. she found him 
dead! He had cut his throat from ear to ear. 
This man was a Calvinist, and a member of a 
Calvinistic Church. 

In the easterly part of Hampshire County, 
Mass, about two months since, a young map, 
by the name of Reynolds, a native of Long- 
meadow, who had been unwell a few days, cut 
his throat witha penknife. The next day his 


Physician inquired of him the reason of his con- | 
He informed him he was a professor of 


duct. 
religion, and a member of a Calvinistic church, 


that he was conscious he had committed many | 


sins, that he despaired of God's mercy, and was 
confident he should be forever miserable, That 


he thought his punishment would be in propor- | 


tion to his sins, and that the sooner he died,— 
the less lie would have to endure. He there- 
fore detérmined to kill himself, that his pun- 
ishment might be less, than if he lived longer, 
and sinned more. 

It may be said these men were deranged.— 
Probably theyWere ; atid such is the f.ct as I 
believe, in regard to every man who destroys 
his life. No man hateth his own flesh.” But 
ibis conduct is not chargeable to Universalism. 
In the first instance, Calvidism did not hinder 
the commissicn of “ suicide,” and in the latter, 
it is evident that this doctrine drove the young 
map to distraction, and induced him to lift up 
his hand against his own life. Let it be re- 
membered that his confession was net made in 
a fit of derangement ; but at a time, ia the o- 
pinion of his physician, when he was of sound 
mind, 

Let Calvinists no longer condemn Univer- 
salists, as believiag a doctrive, which makes 
a“ conspicuous figure in the annals of suicide” 
fur they, who judge, do the same thing, and 
more abundantly. 

Mrs. Hamilton, who murdered her child, and 
committed suicide, at the Factory Village, in 
this town, about two weeks since, was a meth- 
odist, The verdict oftae jury was, that she 
committed the cct, ina fitof temporary de- 
rangement? I am informed, however that 
previous to the horrible deed, she had at times 
beev very gloomy, and frequently remarked, 
abe thought she had committed an unpardona- 
ble sin, &c. How far this operated in produ- 
cing derangement, is a question, I am _ inclin- 
ed to think, however, this was not the sole cause, 
for insanity is said to he a constitutional mala- 
dy in the family to which she belonged. 

(Reltgious Ing. ) LUCIUS. 


Superstition.—That superstition is the pa- 
rept of real crime, we have very many exam- 


ples. The following fact will serve for an ill- 
astratien. 


A certain bishop while officiating at the. al. 
tar, and who was a reputed saint, was knocked 
down, with the pious intention of converting 
him from a saint to a martyr. This occurred 
in England in the twelfth century. 
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PROVt ALL THINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHICH Is Ge@0D 








(> Brother Taroruiius Fisk from Boston, 
who has become a proprietor of the Gospel 
| Advocate with the subscriber, will visit the 
| state of Ohio, in the course of ten days, 
| We recommend him to the christian kind- 
ness and attention of our brethren-in the places 
. he may visit. L, 8. EVERETT, 


PROPER SUBMISSION TO GOD. 

* Submit yourselves therefore to God.’ St. James, 
| In order to obey the above injanction, it be- 
comes necessary, for us to inquire something 
relative to the character of that Being, to whom 
we are required to render submission; aud to 
| form just ideas, respecting his attributes and 
perfections. Unless we do this, we shall nev- 
er know when we may he said to be in submis: 
sion to him. 

The Being to whom we must render sub mis- 
sion, isthe great First Cause, and last end ofall 
things: who rulesin the Heavens above, and 
who doeth his pleasure among the inhabitants 
of this lower world ; none can stay his hand, 
or say unto him, what doest thou? He is inf- 
nite in all His perfections and attributes. For 
procf of this, we have only to open our eyes, 
and we behold innumerable traces of the P ower, 
Wisdom, Justice and Goodness of him who crea 
tedthe heawens, and the earth—who, by his 
infinite power, has brought into existence, in- 
numerable worlds of brightness and beauty, and 
innumerable orders of beings, that they might 
be happy ; alike provided for, by the bounti- 
ful providence of an ALL wise Gop, and alike 
proclaiming his wonderful goodness. 

And when we contemplate the wonders of cre- 
ation and providence, we may well exclaim with 
the psalmist, ‘ Lord what is man that thou art 
mindful of him, or the son of man, that thou 
visitest him ?” And. what is man! the last, and 
most wonderful of the whole creation of God — 
whether we consider the structure of his body, 
or the formation of bis soul—all that appertains 
to him is amazing! The various senses, mem-~ 
bers, all peculiarly fitted and adjusted, so as to 
completely fulfil the several offices, for which 
they were originally designed, by our Great 
Creator—nothing wanting—nothing superfluous $ 
—well might the poet exclaim, 

* Srange that a harp of thousand strings, 
Should Igeep in tune so long !” 
Wheresoever we turn our eyes, we behold alJ 
cyeation in perfect harmony—no jar, or discord. 
And how immensely great, great beyond all eom- 
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prchension,must be that Being,who could at first 
create, and who still sustains ALL WORLDS, in 
such beautiful order and regularity, This isthe 
Being, who is all wise and powerful—who is 
possessed of UNBOUNDED goodness, to whom we 
are required to submit ourselves, Submit your- 
selves therefore to God ; for this best of all pos- 
sible reasons, because He alone is worthy to 
receive homage and submission, He alone, is an 
all sufficieat good-a perfect good, to whicl noth- 
ing can be added—a solid good from which noth- 
ing can be spared--a light in whom there is no 
‘darkness, 2 good in whom there is no evil. Te 
is God and changes not ; He isjust and right in 
all his ways ; equally and a like good umo «ll- 
bestowing his favors upon all mankind, in e- 
qual distribution. This is He to whom we are 
to render submission, a just God anda Sa- 
tiour. We must, therefore, submitourselves and 
we have into his hands, knowing that “ the 
Judge of all the earth will do right.” 

And here you will suffer me to remark, that 
we ought to be exceeding careful, lest we de- 
ceive ourselves ¢ and think we submit to God, 
when in reality we are submitting to the erro- 
neous creeds and commandments of men. Some 
have imagined, they could so far submit to di- 
vine justice, as (0 FEEL WILLING to be eternal- 
ly damned ! They have seen so much bright- 
uess and beauty in the celestial kingdom, that 
it has made them perfectly'willing, to give itall 
up forever! And here let us pause and ask, has 
Godever required such submission? Did Christ 
and his disciples, rus teach men to suBMIT to 


God? we ought seriously to reflect upon this | 


important subject; and ask ourselves what 
BEING We are in SUBMISSION TO, while we are 
thus willing#o be endlessly miserable ? Do we 


really love God, with all our soul, mind, might , 


and strength, while we are willing to remain in 


eternal opposition to His will? these are im-| 


portant questions, and as such we should give 
them due attention. 

When we hear people affirm, that, they are 
willing to be damned for the glory of God— 
we may safely conclude that they know not 
what spirit they are of. They do not consider 
what is implied in this “ holy willingness” as 
it is called ; if they did, we should hear none 
say, they were willing, in order to become du- 
tiful and obedient children, to disobey the com- 
mands of God, refuse his grace, and continue 
in unbelief and impenitence, This willingness 
implies, a total loss of the divine image in the 
soul, and a DESIRE to become an apostate, in- 
fernal spirit, and consigned to interminable hor- 
ror and despair:—It implies being doomed to 
welter in woe unutterable, blaspheming and 
cursing God; their Creator, world'without end ! 
This frame of mind, is equally impossible to be 
acquired by all, of whatever name or condition. 
The guilty wretch, whose hands are red with 
the blood of innocence, cannot, certainly be 
thought capable of feeling such love to God, 
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for his glory—neither ean he who has beeii 
brought to see the evil of his ways; he may 
be sensible of the evil of sin and its demerits ; 
but this will by no means reconcile him to 
ENDLESS DESTRUCTION, and make him wiLt- 
ING to receive it. He may be sorely troubled 
at the thoughts of evil, and cry for deliverance ; 
but were he willing to be damned, he would by 
no means be afraid of being damned, or seek 
in any way to avoid it. The supposition that 
man must be wiLLine to be miserable in order 
that he may be happy, is, in our apprehension 
extremely erroneous and absurd, It suppo- 
ses a desire of God’s favor, to be an uNPAR- 
DONABLE OFFENCE 3 and to despise it, a recom- 
mendation to his regard. It supposes that Gad 
will banish those from his presence, and loving 
kindness, who desire his grace—and will bring 
those to dwell in his glorious pavilion wlte der 
sire it not—which, te our weak mind, carries 
its refutation with it. 

To suppose this required of us, 18 TO BLAS- 
rpHEME Gop—to pretend that any can feel will- 
ing to submit to such a state, is TO BELIE HU- 
MAN NATURE—to conceive that a child of Heav- 
en can reconcile himself to it. is to subvert eve- 
ry thing honest and praise worthy—to require 
it, God must DENY HIMSELF—to submit to it, 





man must consent to become a demon / If God 
| has required of us this holy willingness to be 
{ miserable, then we ought in all our prayers, to 
supplicate the Eternal, “ that He would gra- 
| ciously be pleased, to frame within us this holy 
| desire to be damned ! that He would in much 
mercy fit, and prepare us for this state of sin 
and misery.” This may seem harsh to some ; 
but if it be God’s will that any should be lost, 
and that all should feel willing to be, whether 
they are or not, we ought to submit to God, and 
say, ‘ thy will be done in hell, as it is done in 
heaven.” But does God require this of us? 
| Most certainly not; and even if He did, we 
should never fulfil the requisition, The one 
thing mankind are in search after, is happiness ; 
this desire, is so firmly interwoven, with our 
very nature, that it seems a part of our being ; 
and were we commanded by Him who made 
us rational beings, to feel willing to be un- 
happy, and that so long as God shall exist, we 
should never obey the command ; it would be 
an impossibility. All the tender charities of 
our nature, every generous feeling of kindness 
and benevolence, will ever revolt at such an 
appaling idea. God has revealed His will as 
it respects this matter, in so clear a manner, 
that it is impossible for us to mistake, if we use 
for one moment that reason, which He has giv- 
ens. He has told us, in plain and unequivo- 
cal terms, that He 1s NOT WILLING that ANY 
should perish ; therefore if we are willing to 
perish ourselves, or willing thut even one indi- 
| vidual of all mankind should perish, we are Nor 
|in submission to God | He has said that it is 
| His will that aut should be saved ; now if we 








as would induce him to suffer endless torture jde aot earnestly desire this, our wills are in 
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opposition to the will of God, Let us seri- 
ously ask ourselves, whether we are on the 
Lord’s side 2. Whether it is our sincere prayer, 
that His wit may be accomplished, and that 
all may be saved ? If this is not our frame of 
mind we may rest assured, that we are oppos- 
ep To Gop, and far from being in submission 
to him ! 

In order to submit ourselves to God, we 
must love what He loves. God is wisdom—we 
should leve wisdom—for wisdom is Love ; 
“* her ways are pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace.” He is goodness—we should de- 
light in acts of goodness ; knowing “ that with 


such sacrifices, God is ever well plessed.” He | 


iy justice—we should deal justly with all man- 


This should teach us, to despis» nothing tha 
has life ; ever remembering that we have aij 
one Father—that their Creator, and ours 
are one, and the same Being. ; 
If we submit ourselves to God, we shall ac. 
quiese in his wise disposal of us without takin 
thought of the morrow—knowing that the mor. 
row will take care of itself—without question. 
ing the propriety of any misfortune that may 
happen to us in the course of divine proyi- 
dence ; knowing that, God is 
“ Good when hie gives, suprcmely good, 
Nor less when He denies ; 
E’en crosses in his sovereign hand 
Are blessings in disguise.” 
Tobe anxiously afraid that some dreadfy! 


kind, wronging no man—defrauding no man. | eyj] is about to happen to us, when we are ip 
God is truth—we should ever walk, in the the hand of an All wise, merciful, and tender 
strait end narrow path of integrity and up- Father, is neither more or less, than black in. 
rightness—knowing that by so doing, we gratitude! Has He not been the Same kind 
shall escape a thousand difficulties attendant | constant Benefactor of Mankind, in all ages of 
upona lying disposition. God also delighteth | the world—and shall we doubt his goodness for 
in mercy—we should therefore delight, in all} the future ? When even the little. sparrow is 
the kind offices of kindness and benevolence ; | cared for, and provided for, by Him, and 
pouring the oil and wine of consolation into the | suauL we FEAR? Will God provide for his 
wounds of affliction and distress. He is the | fowls and starve his children? We must as his 
Benefactor and Friend of all who are in trou- | children, submit patiently to his discipline and 
ble and tribulation—this ought also to be our correction’; toall his chastisements,knowing that 
disposition > we ought to imitate our Father in He doth not afflict willingly, or grieve the chil- 
Heaven, in the delightful offices of kindness | dren of men ; but for their profit, that they may 
and charity; and as He has kindly promised be partakers of His Holiness—and though suck 
* to wipe away tears from off ALL FACES,” we affliction, for the present may be not joyous but 


ought to take delight in being engaged in the grjenous, yet it will hereafter yield the peacable 


same soul cheering and joyful service. The fruits of righteousness, to those who are exerci- 
tears of the lone widow and orphan, frequently “sed thereby. God has been kind to man in days 
call for our sympathy and kindness—and shall that are past, therefore we will joytully submit 
they ever call in vain? Saith the Psalmist, to him “ who is able to keep our feet from fall- 
+ The Lord upholdeth all that full, and raiseth jng, our eyes fiom tears, and our souls from 
up those that be bowed down ;”’ and shall we death!! 
withhold our assistance, when we see our breth- | + "Pits Gad, is tlie God we adore 
ren in distress ? Wheu any are falling, shall The faithtul, unchangeable Friend— 
we not lend an arm for their support ? Can any we PPE A 
thing give us grea’er joy and poe of mind, Prat Lene in se great oq His Power 
while here upon earth, thin the sweet consola- 
tion of having assisted and relieved the uafor- 
tunate and afflicted ? Very true itis, that, 

* He who hath sooth’d a widow's woe, 

Gr wip’d ap orphans tear doth know, 

There’s something nere of Heaven!” 


And NFITHER KNOWS MEASURE NOR END! !” 
_ T. F. 
Evangelical Preaching in Troy.—At a fu 
neral in Troy not long since the Rev. Mr.* B. 
addressed the Almighty wich the following lan- 
guige : “O Lord ! thou canst open the gates 
of Heaven wide enough for siniers to enter 4 
Saith the scriptures “ the Lord is very piti- yea, Lord, wide enongIf for Devils to enter that 
ful and of tender mercy.” Mercy is that shin- come howling from hell aud smoking with brim 
ing attribute of divine perfection, which teach- stone.” The Rev. Mr. F./ an assistant Evan- 
es us to forgive all those who may have injured gelist, speaking of those who believe in the 
us, as we hope to be forgiven, by the God of final restoration of all things, said, “ some of 
all grace. ‘* The earth is full of the mercy of you will go tu hell and remain 100 years, some 
the Lord ;” so our lives ought also to be filled a thousand, some more ; then they will come 
with this holy principle of forgivness of inju- crawling out of hell, and smoking with brim 
ries. God is merciful and kind to all—even stone, to the gate of Heaven, aud say to Jesus 
to the lowest beggar in the street. Though Christ, “stand away—we have served our ume 
he may be forgotten by every earthly friend, out and no thanks to you; we have as good a 
yet he is remembered by the God of Heaven. right here as youhave,” These are not his 
However vile,and despicable he may appear in precise words, but the exact import,—dectter 
the eye of the worlds however unheeded all from Troy. 
his tears, sorrows and regrets, yet, he hath an 
érernal Father and Friend who heareth alway. | 





*Beman, {Finney 
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~~" pROSPECTUS 
Ot the Flith Volume 


OF THE 


GOSPEL ADVOCATES: 


Tue editors and proprietors, in setting forth 
their claims upon the serious consideration of 
an enlightened and liberal public,deem it prop- 
er,to make known, that the Gospel Advocate 
and Impartial Investigator, is but a new series of 
the Gospel Advocate,” heretofore conducted 
by Mr. Thomas Gross, more recently publish- 
ed by Mr. S, Burton,and edited by L. S. Ever- 
ett, now to be improved, and continued, by the 

resent proprietors. This work has been pub- 
ished during the last four years under discour- 
aging circumstances; but has nevertheless done 
much towards disseminating the Truth. At 
first, its patronage wasinconsiderable ; but when 
its influence began to be felt and appreciated, 
its circulation became more extensive, and its 
salutary effect more generously acknowledged ; 
until at length, Yndications, if not assurances, 
are realized, that every cloud which has here- 
tofore darkened our prospects, 1s about to be 
dispelled by the smiles of Heaven and, the ap- 
probation of our generous friends, 


The primary object of the work will be, to! 


establish a knowledge of the Truth in the minds 
aud hearts, of our readers. That this may be 
done, wedeem it necessary, first, to convince 
the undersanding that there is one God, who is 
the rightful Sovereign ofthe Universe, and 
whose everlasting dominion ts not, nor ever will 


Live and Goodness of our Creator, made 
known in Christ, renders it obligatory upon 
all mankind, to “love him because he first lov- 
ed us,” and to keep his commandments, because 
in so doing there is great reward: and thirdly, 
that the cause of truth, and the happiness of 
our species, demand, that the strength of believ- 
ers should be concentrated, and brought into 


harmonious action against the powers of dark-. 


ness and despair, 


The foregoing is a brief outline of our plan, 
and it remains only to be added, thatthe man- 
ner of conducting the work will be such, we 
trust, asto meet the approbation of the candid 
efall denominations. Our columns will be o- 
pen to the arguments of our opponents, ard the 
well written essays of our brethren. Religion 
and morality, will be inculcated; virtue, appro- 
bated ; honest opinions, applauded ; the rights 
‘of man, protected ; the arts of hypocrisy, ex- 
posed ; and, if there be any thing more, neces- 
sary to secure the patronage of the public, we 
will endeavoi to have it supplied in the work 
itself, rather than in this prospectus. 


L. 8. EVERETT, 








: Editors. 


THEOPHILUS FISK, 


CONDITIONS. 


Tue Gosre, Apvocate and Impartial In- 

vestigator, will be published every Saturday, 
by Everett, Fisk, and Tuttle; and afforded to 
the subscribers, at One Dollar and Fifty Cents 
per annum, iN Apvancer, Two Dollars, if paid 
within six months, and Two Dollars and Fifty 
Cents, if not paid within eleven months from 
the commencement of the year. It will be prin- 
ted on good paper, super-royal 8vo, and hand- 
some type. Each weekly number will contain 
eight pages, making in all four hundred and six- 
teen ; to which a handsome Title Page and In- 
dex will be added, at the end of the year. No 
subscription will be received for less than one 
year, Letters containing money may be ad- 
dressed, until January next,to “J, Gurreavu, 
Es}. Post Master, Buffalo, N. Y.” and commu- 
nications for the paper must be addressed“ Ed- 
itors of the Gospel Advocate, Buffalo, N. Y.” 
and posTaGe patp. After January ist, all 
Letters must be addressed to the Editors, and 
come free of postage. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Sir—Being of a mind free for inquiry, I have 
thought proper to make a request of Mr. Lew- 
is C. Todd, which, if granted, might (to me at 
least) prove of importance. By inserting this 
in the Advocate you will oblige a friend, who 
wishes for more light. 


Yours, D.L. 
TO MR. LEWIS C, TODD. 
Sir—Having had an opportunity of perusing 


| a book published by you, containing a disserta- 
a a gee rey ; | tion on the last paragraph of the 20th chapter 
po gone = ae ot Pay oa — | of Rev. together with three discourses on othe: 

Sangha ty wise ee, Se ella subjects, you will not think it strange, I hope 


if I should make some few exceptions. 

My chief exception, Sir, is to that part of 
your discourse delivered at Utica, wherein you, 
have endeavored to substantiate the doctrine 
that the serpent spoken of in your text (which 
as all christians agree is the devil) is nothing 
more than the * carnal mind.” If this can be 
substantiated, a fearful, dreadful hell of eternal 
torments is at wn end to every one convinced. 

My desire at present is, that you would take 
up the subject contained in the 1st and 2d 
chapters of the book of Job, commencing at the 
5th verse of the first, and ending at the close of 
the 7th verse of the 2d chapter. 

Your attention to the above request will 
highly gratify one, if not thousands, if your 
communications can occupy a place in the Gos- 
pel Advocate. D 


Dr. Griffin, Begging —This Rev. Divine 
begged in Troy, it is said, about 500 dollars for 
the purposes mentioned in No. 20 Christian In- 
quirer. We have in our streets a great number 
of poor children who are perishing for lack of 
knowledge, Let charity begin at home.-—Chr 
Ing. 





GOSPEL 


— 
aw 
ei ae 


ADVOCATE. 

















<é 


THETHINGS THAT,ARE UNSEEN ARE 
ETERNAL” 
BY JANE TAYLOR. 
‘There is a state, unknown, unseen, 
Where parted souls must be ; 
And but a step may be between 
That world of souls and me. 


The friend I loved has thither fled, 
With whom I journeyed here ; 

I see no sight.—1 hear no tread ; 
But may she not be near? 


Y see no light—I hear no sound, 
When midnight shades are spread ; 

Yet angels pitch their tents around, 
And guard my quiet bed. 


Jesus was wrapt from mortal gaze, 
And clouds conveyed him hence ; 

Enthroned amid the sapphire blaze, 
Beyond our feeble sense. 


Yet say not—who shall mount on high, 
To brivg him from above ; 

For lo! the Lord is always nigh 
The children of his love. 


The Saviour whom I long have sought, 
Avd would, but cannot see— 

And is he here ?—O wondrous thought ! 
And will he dwell with me? 


T ask not with my mortal eye 
To view the vision bright ; 

J dare not see Thee, lest Idie; 
Yet Lord restore my sight! 


Give metosce Thee, and to feel— 
The mental vision clear ; 

The things unseen reveal; reveal! 
And let me know them near. 


Iseels not fancy’s glittering height, 
Vhat charmed my ardent youth ; 

But in thy light would see the light, 
And learn thy perfect trath.— 


The gathering clouds of sense dispel, 
That wrapt my soul around ; 

In heavenly places make me dwell, 
While treading earthly ground. 

Ulume this shadowy soul of mine, 
That still in darkuess lies ; 

O let the light in darkness shine, 
And bid the day star rise ! 

impart the faith that soars on high, 
Beyond this eartbly strife, 

That holds sweet converse with the sky 
And gives eternal life! 


ANECDOTE. 

One of the established ministers of the 
gospel, happening to be in company with an 
itinerant preacher, asked the following ques- 
tion; “ How does it happen that you have 
no-more doctors of divinity in your connex- 


s . Seer... 
ion %” “ Because,” said the itinerant, «og; 
divinity is never sick,” ‘ 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 


Religious liberty is a liberty to choose ous 
own religion, to worship God according to oy, 
own conscience, according to the best light we 
have. Eyery man living as man, has & right to 
this, as he is a rational creature. The Crea. 
tor gave him this right, when he endowed him 
with understanding ; and every man mug 
give an account of himself to God. Conse. 
quently this is an indefensible right ; it is jp. 
separable from humanity ; and God did never 
give authority to any man, or number of men 
to deprive any child of man thereof under any 
color or pretence whatever. What an amaz- 
ing thing it is then, that the governing power 
of almost every nation under heaven should 
take upon them, in all ages, to rob all under 
their power of this liberty! Yea, should take. 
upon themat this day sotodot To force ra 
tional creatures into their own religion ! Would 
one think it possible, that the most sensible 
men in the world should say to their fellow. 
creatures, “ Either be of my religion, or I wil] 
take away your food, and you, and your wife 
and children starve ! If that will not convince 
you, I will fetter your hands and feet, and 
throw you into a dungeon; and still if you 
will not see as I see, 1 will burn you alive. 
It would not be altogether so astonishing, if 
this were the manner of the American save 
ges. But what shall we say, if numberless im 
stances of it have occurred in the politest na« 
tions of Europe! Have no instances of the 
kind been seen in Britain? Have not England 
an Scotland seen the horrid fires? Have nog 
the flames burning the flesh of heretics, shone, 
in London as well as in Paris and Lisbon. 

Joun Wes.er.. 


(G NOTICE. 

The Editors of the Gospel Advocate, offer 
asa Premium, for the best written New Year’s 
Address, a copy of Balfour’s Inquiry, neatly 
bound and gilt. The Address to be forwarded 
free of postage, on, or before 30th Dee. inst. 


The following Universalist Books are for sole by 
R. W. Haskins, at the Buffalo Book Store, viz. 


Balfour's second Inquiry, being an examination. 
into the Scripture doctrine concernmg tim, 
Devil and Satan, &c. 

Rev. L. C. Todd’s works, 

Kneeland’s Greek Testament, 

do. Greek and English, 
do. English only, 
do . Sermons, 

Universalist Magazine, 

Gospel Herald, 

Young on Restoration, 

Ballou’s Treatise on atonermeni 

do. -Notes on the Parables 
do. Sermons, assorted. 


Sept. 21, 1826. 
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